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As a matter of policy, the National Center for Education Statistics is 
concerned with protecting the privacy of individuals who participate in 
voluntary surveys. We want to let you know that: 

1. Section 406 of the General Education Provisions Act (20-USC 1221e-1) 
allows us to ask you the questions in the questionnaire. 

2. You may skip any question you do not wish to answer. 

3. We are asking you these questions in order to gather information 
about the process by which parents assist their children in making 
decisions about post-secondary education and work and how this 
affects the career choices of young adults. 

4. Your responses will be merged with those of other parents, and 
the answers you give will never be identified as yours. 

GENERAL lNSTRUCTIONS 

PLEASE READ EACH QUESTION CAREFULLY. 

It is important that you follow the directions for answering each kind of question. 
Here are some examples. 

Blue 

Green 

Another color 

2 

4 

If the color of your eyes is 
green, you would circle the 
number to the right of green. 

Last week, did you do any of the following7 (ClRCLE ALL THAT APPLY) 

See a play 

Go to a movie 

Attend a sporting event 

o 
o 

t 
If you went to a movie and 
attended a sporting event last 
week, you would circle the 
two numbers as shown. 

Do you plan to do any of the following next week? (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

t Yes tNot sure I No! t 
If you plan to have dinner at 

a. Visit a relative 

b. Go to a museum .... ,. ... 
c. Rave dinner at a 

friend's house 

2 

G) 
Q 2 

3 

3 

a friend's house, do noc plan 
to visit a relative, and are 
not sure about going to a 
museum next week, you would I 

circle one number on each line i 
as shown. 

! 
Sometimes you are asked to write in an answer--in these cases, simply write it in on 
the space provided. 

Some questions have instructions following the different responses, telling you which 
question to answer next. Please follow the instruction next to the answer you circle. 
If there is no instruction, just go on to the next question. 
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1. What is your relationship to the student named on the front cover? 
(CIRCLE ONE) 

a. Mother . .................. 01 

b. Step mother · ............. 02 

c. Father . .................. 03 

d. Step father · ............. 04 

e. Grandmother · .............. 05 

f. Grandfather · ............. 06 

g. Other relative or guardian 07 

This first series of questions is about your son's/daughter's education up 
to this time and how you feel about it. 

2. First of all, how satisfied are you with the education he/she has received 
up to now? Would you say you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, 
or not satisfied at all? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Very satisfied •••••••••••••••••.•• 1 

Somewhat satisfied ••••••••••••••• 2 

Not satisfied at all ............. 3 

3. Which of the following best describes the grades your son/daughter received 
in high school? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Mostly A's (a numerical average 
of 90-100) ••••••••••••••••• 01 

About half A's and half B's 
(85-89) •••••••••••••••••••• 02 

Mostly B's (80-84) 03 

About half B's and half CIS 
(75-79) ......••............ 04 

Mostly CIS (70-74) 05 

About half CIS and half D's 
(65-69) •.....••••••.•.••••• 06 

Mostly D's (60-64) 07 

Mostly below D (below 60) ••••• 08 

Don't know 95 

BEGIN 
DECK 01 

14-15/ 

16/ 

17-18/ 

( 
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4. Parents differ in how much and when they talk to their children about 
what they do in school. How much would you say that you talked with your 
son/daughter about his/her experiences in school when your son/daughter 
was • •• (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

I Not at all I Somewhat I greatAdea1 I 
A. In 6th or 7th grade? 01 02 03 

B. In 8th or 9th grade? 11 12 13 

C. In 10th or 11th grade? 01 02 03 

D. In 12th grade? 11 12 13 

The following questions are about your son's/daughter's plans for the future. 

5. How far in school do you want your son/daughter to go? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Less than high school graduation •••••••••••••••••••••• 01 

High school graduation only 02 

Vocational, trade, 
or business school 
after high school 

College program 

{
less than one year 

Between one and two 

Two years or more 

Some co lIege 

years 

Finish a two-year program 

Finish a four- or five-year 
program ••••••••••.•••••••.•. 

03 

04 

05 

06 

07 

08 

Master's degree or equivalent 09 

Ph.D., M.D., or equivalent 10 

DECK 01 

19-20/ 

21-22/ 

23-24/ 

25-26/ 

27-28/ 
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6. You told me how far in school you would like your son/daughter to get. 
Now, tell me how far in school you think he/she would like to get. 
(CIRCLE ONE) 

Less than high school graduation •••••••••••••••••••••• 01 

High school graduation only ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 02 

Vocational, trade, 
or business school 
after high school 

College program •• 

{

Less than one year 

Between one and two 

Two years or more 

. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. 03 

years 

Some co llege 

Finish a two-year program 

Finish a four- or five-year 

04 

05 

06 

07 

progr am . . • . . . • • • • .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. • .. .. 08 

Master's degree or equivalent 09 

Ph.D., M.D., or equivalent •••••• 10 

7. What kind of job or occupation do you think your son/daughter will have 
at the age of thirty? Even if you are not at all sure, what is your best 
guess? 

(WRITE IN NAME OF JOB OR OCCUPATION) 

A. Do you think he/she will be self-employed, or will he/she probably 
be working for someone else? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Self-employed 1 

Working for someone else 2 

DECK 01 

29-30/ 

31-33/ 

34/ 
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8. Now, here is a list of different kinds of work. Choose the type of work 
that comes closest to the kind of work that you think your son/daughter 
will be doing at the age of thirty. (CIRCLE ONE) 

CLERICAL such as bank teller, bookkeeper, secretary, 
typist, mail carrier, ticket agent •••••••••••••••••. 01 

CRAFTSMAN such as baker, automobile mechanic, machinist, 
painter, plumber, telephone installer, carpenter 02 

FARl1ER, FARM MANAGER ...................................... 03 

HOMEMAKER OR HOUSEWIFE ONLy ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 04 

LABORER such as construction worker, car washer, 
sanitary worker, farm laborer ••••••••••••••••••••••• 05 

MANAGER, ADMINISTRATOR such as sales manager, office 
manager, school administrator, buyer, restaurant 
manager, government official •••••••••••••••••••••••• 06 

MILITARY such as career officer, enlisted man or 
woman in the Armed Forces •••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 07 

OPERATIVE such as meat cutter, assembler, machine 
operator, welder, taxicab, bus, or truck driver 08 

PROFESSIONAL such as accountant, artist, registered 
nurse, engineer, librarian, writer, social worker, 
actor, actress, athlete, politician, but not 
including school teacher ••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 09 

PROFESSIONAL such as clergyman, dentist, physician, 
lawyer, scientist, college teacher ••••••••••••••••• 10 

PROPRIETOR OR OWNER such as owner of a small business, 
contractor, restaurant owner ••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 

PROTECTIVE SERVICE such as detective, police officer 
or guard, sheriff, fire fighter •••••••••••••••••••• 12 

SALES such as salesperson, advertising or insurance 
agent, real estate broker •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 13 

SCHOOL TEACHER such as elementary or secondary 14 

SERVICE such as barber, beautician, practical nurse, 
private household worker, janitor, waiter •••••••••• 15 

TECHNICAL such as draftsman, medical or dental' 
technician, computer programmer ••••••••.••••••••••• 16 

NOT WORKING ........... ............ D .......................... " .... ., • • .. .. 17 

DECK 01 

35-36/ 
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9. As far as you remember, did you think that your son/daughter would someday 
would be going on to. a college or university • • • (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER 
ON EACH LINE) 

I Yes No I 

A. when {he/she} was in 6th or 7th grade ............ 0 1 

B. when (he/she) was on 8th or 9th grade .............. 2 3 

C. when (he/she) was in the 10th. grade ........... ,. ........... Q 1 

D. when (he/she) was in the 11th grade .................. 2 3 

10. Whatever your son/daughter plans, do you think that he/she has the ability 
to complete a four-year college or university program? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Yes, definitely 1 

Yes, probably 2 

No, probably not 3 

No, definitely not 4 

Don't know 5 

11. All in all, would you describe your s~n/daughter as • • • (CIRCLE ONE) 

a hard worker 2 

somewhat of a hard worker 3 

not a hard worker 4 

DECK 01 

37/ 

38/ 

39/ 

40/ 

41/ 

42/ 
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Now we would like to ask you some questions about expenses you expect your 
son/daughter will have during this coming year, September 1980 through 
August 1981, and the ways in which he/she might pay for these expenses. If 
you are not sure of the answer please give your best estimate. 

If any of the questions do not apply to your son/daughter please circle the 
NONE category in that question. 

12. About how much money do you expect your son/daughter to spend on living 
expenses (such as room and board and clothin~ from this September 
through August 1981? Include expenses even if they will be paid by a 
scholarship or loan. (But don't include tuition or other schooling 
expenses.) (CIRCLE ONE) 

Almost none--he/she plans to live 
at home .................................... 01 

NONE, for other reasons 

Less than $1,000 

$1,000 to $1,999 

$2,000 to $2,999 

$3,000 to $3,999 

$4,000 to $4,999 

$5,000 to $6,999 

$7,000 to $10,000 

More than $10,000 

Don't know 

02 

03 

04 

OS 

06 

07 

08 

09 

10 

95 

13. About how much do you expect your son's/daughter's schooling expenses 
will be this school year? Include expenses for fees, tuition, books, 
and so on, even if they will be paid by you, a scholarship, or a loan. 
But don't include the costs of room and board, or other living expenses. 
(CIRCLE ONE) 

None .............................................. 01 

Less than $500 ............................ 02 

$500 to $1,000 ............................ 03 

$1,001 to $2,000 ...... ,. .................... 04 

$2,001 to $4,000 ........................... OS 

$4,001 to $6,000 ............................ 06 

More than $6,000 ............................ 07 

Don't know ........................................ 95 

DECK 01 

43-44/ 

45-46/ 
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14. About how much money do you expect your son/daughter to contribute to 
this household from September 1980 through August 1981? (CIRCLE ONE) 

None ........................... 01 47-48/ 

Less than $1,000 ............... 02 

$1,000 to $1,999 ................ 03 

$2,000 to $2,999 ............... 04 

$3,000 to $3,999 ............... 05 

$4,000 to $4,999 ............... 06 

$5,000 to $6,999 ............... 07 

$7,000 to $10,000 .............. 08 

More than $10,000 ••••••••••••• (I 09 

Don't know ..................... 95 

15. How do you expect your son/daughter will pay for living expenses and 
schooling expenses (if any) from September 1980 through August 1981? 
About how much money do you expect he/she will receive from each source 
listed below to cover expenses from September 1980 through August 1981? 
If you are not sure, make your best guess. (CIRCLE. ONE NUMBER ON EACH 
LINE) 

A. THE FAMILY: 
a. Parents 01 02 03 04 05 06 95 49-50/ 

b. Husband or wife 11 12 13 14 15 16 95 51-52/ 
c. Other relatives 01 02 03 04 05 06 95 53-54/ 

B. HIS OR HER: 
a. Suunner earnings 1980 11 12 13 14 15 16 95 55-56/ 
b. Suunner earnings 1981 01 02 03 04 05 06 95 57-58/ 
c. Earnings, Sept 1980-

11 12 13 14 15 16 95 59-60/ June 1981 
d. Savings 01 02 03 04 05 06 95 61-62/ 

c. OTHER SOURCES: 
a. A state scholarship 11 12 13 14 15 16 95 63-64/ or rant 
b. A federal scholar- 01 02 03 04 05 06 95 65-66/ shi2 or ~rant 
c. Other scholarship 11 12 13 14 15 16 95 67-68/ or rant 
d. A state loan 01 02 03 04 05 06 95 69-70/ 

e. A federal loan 11 12 13 14 15 16 95 71-72/ 
f. Other loan 01 02 03 04 05 06 95 73-74/ 
g. Social Security or BEGIN 

Veterans Administra- 11 12 13 14 15 16 95 DECK 02 
tion benefits 14-15/ 
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16. How much did you influence your son's/daughter's plans for after high 
school? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Not at all 1 

Somewhat 2 

A great deal 3 

Don't know 5 

17. Parents differ in how much and when they talk to their children about 
their plans for after high school. How much would you say that you talked 
with your son/daughter about his/her plans for after high school when 
he/she was • •• (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

Not at 
Somewhat 

A great 
all deal 

A. In 6th or 7th grade? 01 02 03 

B. In 8th or 9th grade? Ii 12 13 

C. In the 10th grade? 01 02 03 

D. In the 11th grade? 11 12 13 

E. In the 12th grade? 01 02 03 

18. How do you feel about what your son/daughter 15 doing now--working, going 
to school, looking for work or whatever? Do you • •• (CIRCLE ONE) 

Approve .. .. . . . . . • . . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . . • .. .. 1 

Disapprove .. . . . .. . .. . . . • . . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. 2 

Have mixed feelings 3 

Have no particular feelings 
about it ............. II. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .... 4 

DECK 02 

16/ 

17-18/ 

19-20/ 

21-22/ 

23-24/ 

25-26/ 

27/ 
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19. At about what age do you expect your son/daughter to . . . 
(CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

Don't 
expec t already ~e in Years: 
to do done Under 30 or 
~~ _18_ II 11 ~ II 1£ Q 24 ~ 3.§. .rr ~ ll~ 

A. Get married 01 02 03 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

B. Have hi./her 
01 02 03 18 19 20 21 first child? 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

c. Start hio/her 
firs t regular 

01 02 03 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 (not temporary) 
job? 

D. Live in his/her 
own home or 01 02 03 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
apart!hent? 

E. Finish his/her 
full-time 01 02 03 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 ~8 29 30 
education? 

20. The following is a list of reasons people often give for choosing a 
college. How important do you think each of these reasons is ••• ? 
(CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

A. Training for a good job 

B. Learn how to make one's 
own decisions 

C. Chance to meet someone who 
will make a good husband/wife 

D. Learn how to be sociable and 
get along with people 

E. Increase understanding of 
the world and oneself 

F. Develop interest in good 
books, music, and art 

Very 
important 

01 

11 

01 

11 

01 

11 

Somewhat 
important 

02 

12 

02 

12 

02 

12 

Not 
important 

04 

14 

04 

14 

04 

14 

Don I t 

~ 

95 

95 

95 

95 

95 

The next series of questions is about the cost of education beyond high school. 

21. Who should have the MAIN responsibility for the cost of education beyond 
high school? (CIRCLE:ONLY ONE) 

Students 
Parents 

1 
2 

State or local governments 3 
The federal government •••••••••• 4 
Don't know 5 

DECK 02 

28-29/ 

30-31/ 

32-33/ 

34-35/ 

36-37/ 

38-39/ 

40-41/ 

42-43/ 

44-45/ 

46-47/ 

48-49/ 

50/ 
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22. There has been much discussion of who should receive financial aid for 
education after high school. For each statement please tell me if you 
agree or disagree. (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

A. All high school graduates 
who want it should receive 
financial aid for at least 
two years' education after 
high school 

B. Intelligent students should 
receive financial aid for 
schooling even if their 
parents can afford to 
pay for it. 

C. Financial aid should only 
be given to students whose 
parents cannot afford to 
pay for schooling. 

D. A special effort should be 
made to see that members of 
minority groups receive 
financial aid for education 
after high school. 

E. Financial aid for schooling 
is best given to students 
through Work-Study programs. 

01 

11 

01 

11 

01 

02 03 04 

12 13 14 

02 03 04 

12 13 14 

02 03 04 

23. The following statements are about the federal government's part in 
financing education beyond high school. Do you think the federal 
government should • •• (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH LINE) 

A. have a national student 
loan program covering all 11 
schooling costs. 

B. provide funds to schools 
only, to enable them to 01 
lower costs to students. 

C. give financial aid to the 
states and the states should 
decide how to give it to 11 
schools and students. 

D. allow parents to deduct 
tuition expenses from 01 
their federal income tax. 

E. provide financial aid to 
colleges to help create 11 
jobs for students. 

F. pay for a college education 
for anyone who serves in 01 
the military 

G. pay for a college education 
for anyone who works in a 
community service programs 
(e.g., Peace Corp. Forest 
Conservation) 

11 

12 

02 

12 

02 

12 

02 

12 

Disagree 
somewhat 

13 

03 

13 

03 

13 

03 

13 

14 

04 

14 

04 

14 

04 

14 

DECK 02 

95 51-52/ 

95 53-54/ 

95 55-56/ 

95 57-58/ 

95 59-60/ 

95 61-62/ 

95 63-64/ 

95 65-66/ 

95 67-68/ 

95 69-70/ 

95 71-72/ 

95 73-74/ 
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DECK 03 

24. How much do you think each of the following kinds of schooling would cost 
for a year? Answer only about expenses for tuition, fees, books, not 
living expenses. (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

a. Cost at a public 
junior or 
community college 

b. Cost at a state 
four-year college 
or universitX' 

c. Cost at a pr~vate 
four-year college 
or university 

d. Cost at a private 
(proprietary) 
vocational or 
trade school. 

01 

11 

01 

11 

02 03 

12 13 

02 03 

12 13 

04 05 06 

14 15 16 

04 05 06 

14 15 16 

25. Did you or your spouse do anything specific in order to have some money 
for this child's education after high school? 

Ye s " " " " " " " " • " " .. " " .. " " .... " " 1 

No "."""".""".,,""""",, .... ,,,," 2 

ANSWER Q. 25A 

SKIP TO Q. 28 

A. IF YES: Have you • (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

I Yes I No I 
A. Started a savings account ...................................... 1 2 

B. Bought an insurance policy .................................... 3 4 

C. Bought U.S. Savings Bonds ...................... ., .............. 1 2 

D. Made inves tmen ts in stocks or real estate ........ 3 4 

E. Set up a trust fund .................................................. 1 2 

F. Started working or taken an add i.t iona 1 job 3 4 

G. Something else (DESCRIBE: 

) .............. 1 2 

95 14-15/ 

95 16-17/ 

95 18-19/ 

95 20-21/ 

22/ 

23/ 

24/ 

25/ 

26/ 

27/ 

'l-8/ 

29/ 
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26. About how much money did you set aside for your son's/daughter's future 
educational needs? 

(WRITE AMOUNT HERE AND CIRCLE BELOW.) 

DECK 03 

30-34/ 

NONE 00.;... (SKIP TO 35- 36 / 

Less than $1,000 01 Q. 29) 

$1,000 to $3,000 02 

$3,001 to $6,000 

$6,001 to $10,000 

03 GO TO 

04 
Q. 27 

$10,001 to $15,000 OS 

More than $15,000 06 

27. When did you first begin to put aside money for your son's/daughter's 
education beyond high school? Was it • •• (CIRCLE ONE) 

Before (he/she) started elementary 
school? ••••••••••••.•••••••••. 1 

in elementary school (up thru 
7th Grade)? ................... 2 

in 8th or 9th Grade? 

in high school? 

3 

4 

28. Have you talked to anyone or read anything about sources of financial 
aid for education after high school, for your son/daughter? 

Yes 

No ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1 

2 

ANSWER Q. 28A 

GO 1'0 Q. 29 

A. IF YES: What have you done? (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

7) 

Talked with high school guidance counselor •• 

Talked with college counselor or 
representative ................ .......... . 

Talked with my bank's loan officer 

Talked with vocational or trade school 
counselor 

Read U.S. Office of Education material 

Read other books, pamphlets on financial aid. 

Read or heard about educational opportunities 
available through military service ••••••• 

8) Talked to other parents 

9) Read an article in the paper or a magazine •• 
10) Other (DESCRIBE: ) •••• 

I Yes No 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 
3 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 
4 

37/ 

38/ 

39/ 

40/ 

41/ 

42/ 
42/ 
43/ 

44/ 

45/ 

46/ 

47/ 

48/ 
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29. The following is a list of programs that provide scholarships, fellowships, 
and grants for study beyond high school. For each program, indicate how 
much you know about it. (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

A. Basic Educational Opportunity 
Grant Program 

B. Supplemental Educational Opportunity 
Grant Program 

c. Veterans Administration Survivors' 
and Dependents Educational 
Assistance Program (GI Bill 
compensation or pension) 

D. ROTC Scholarship Program 

E. Social Security benefits (for students 
age 18 to 22 who are children of 
disabled or deceased parents) 

F. Nursing Scholarship Program 

G. A state scholarship program 

H. Scholarship programs for specific 
colleges or universities 

I. Scholarships from private 
organizations or companies 

J. Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Educational benefits 

K. Veterans Educational Assistance 
Program (VEAP) 

( Nothing 

01 

11 

01 

11 

01 

11 

01 

11 

01 

11 

01 

A 

little 

02 

12 

02 

12 

02 

12 

02 

12 

02 

12 

02 

A lot 

03 

13 

03 

13 

03 

13 

03 

13 

03 

13 

03 

DECK 03 

49-50/ 

51-52/ 

53-54/ 

55-56/ 

57-58/ 

59-60/ 

61-62/ 

63-64/ 

65-66/ 

67-68/ 

69-70/ 
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30. The following is a list of programs that provide loans for study beyond 
high school. For each program, indicate how much you know about it. 
(CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

Nothing !A little A lot 

A. National Direct Student Loan 
Program 11 12 13 

B. Federal Guaranteed Student Loan 
Program 01 02 03 

c. Nursing Student Loan Program 11 12 13 

D. A state student loan program 01 02 03 

E. College or university student 
11 12 13 loan programs 

F. Regular bank education loan 01 02 03 

31. The following is a list of programs which provide an opportunity to earn 
money while enrolled in school or in a tra1n1ng program. For each program, 
indicate how much you know about it. (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

Nothing jA little I A lot 

A. Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act (CETA) 11 12 13 

B. College Work-Study program 01 02 03 

C. Cooperative education program (Co-op Ed.) 11 12 13 

32. Did your son/daughter apply for financial aid for (his/her) education 
beyond high school? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Yes 

No 

A. IF NO: Did he/she receive aid? 

1 

2 ( ANSWER Q. 32A) 

Ye s • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

No • ., • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

BEGIN 
DECK 04 

14-151 

16-171 

18-191 

20-211 

22-231 

24-251 

26-271 

28-291 

30-311 

32/ 

33/ 
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33. The following statements are "about financial aid for education beyond 
high school. Indicate whether each statement is true or false for your 
family no matter what plans your son/daughter has. (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER 
ON EACH LINE) 

True False 

A. My son/daughter will be able to earn all 
the money he/she will need for schooling 
beyond high school 

B. We can pay for our son's/daughter's 
further education without getting any 
outside finances 

C. The family is not willing to go into 
debt for schooling 

D. The family income is too high to qualify 
for a loan or scholarship 

E. My son's/daughter's high school grades are 
not high enough to qualify for a loan or 
sCholarship 

F. My son's/daughter's test scores are not good 
"enough to qualify for a loan or scholarship 

G. Students from our ethnic group have too 
much difficulty getting a loan or 
scholarship 

H. Too much paper work is required in order 
to apply for financial aid 

I. I have not been able to get much information 
on how and where to apply for financial aid 

J. I do not see any way of getting enough money to 
allow my son/daughter to get more education 

K. Other relatives will help to pay my 
son's/daughter's educational expenses 

34. What is your son/daughter doing now--working, 
(CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

Yes 

A. Taking academic courses at a four-
3 Iear colleae or communitI colleae 

B. Taking vocational or technical I 
courses at a trade or business school 

C. Working full-time 3 

D. Working part-time 1 

E. Looking for work 3 

F. In regular military service 1 
(or service academy) 

G. Traveling, taking a break 3 

H. Other (DESCRIBE: ) I 

in 

1 

3 

1 

3 

I 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

school, 

No 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

R I IN SCHOOL, SKIP TO Q. 
SON/DAUGHTER IS NOT IN SCHOOL GO TO 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

or what? 

Don't 
know 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 
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35. The following is a list of reasons students gave for not going on to 
school or a training program this fall. Please circle all the statements 
that may be a reason your son/daughter did not go on to a school or 
training program. (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY) 

A. Has no desire to do so 01 

B. Can get a good job without further schooling 02 

c. Has low grades in high school 03 

D. Lacks money for schooling 04 

E. Would rather get married 05 

F. Wants to get practical experience first 06 

G. Lacks the high school courses needed 
for further schooling •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 07 

H. Entering military service 08 

1. None of the above 09 

53-54/ 

55-56/ 

57-58/ 

59-60/ 

61-62/ 

63-64/ 

65-66/ 

67-68/ 
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36. Which of the following kinds of schools or programs does your son/daughter 
attend? (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER IN EACH GROUP) 

A. a four-year college or university-- ••••••••••••••••••• I 

a two-year junior or community college-- •••••••••••••• 2 

another type of school or training program? ••••••••••• 3 

B. a state school or training program-- •••••••••••••••••• I 

other public school or training program-- ••••••••••••• 2 

a private school or program? •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 

c. in this state-- . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

in another state? ••...•.•.••.••.••••••.••••.••.••..••• 2 

14/ 

15/ 

16/ 
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37. Parents examine a number of things when considering a school or training 
program for their child. How important was each of the following in 
choo~ing a college or training program for your son/daughter? 
(CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

A. College or training program expenses 
(tuition, books, room and board) 01 02 03 ., 

B. Availability of financial aid such 
as a loan, scholarship, or grant 11 12 13 

C. Availability of specific courses 
or curriculum 01 02 03 

D. Reputation of the quality of the 
college/training program 11 12 13 

E. Reputation of the college/training 
program in athletic programs 01 02 03 

F. Social life 11 12 13 

G. Able to live at home while attending 
college/training program 01 02 03 

H. He/She would be able to live away 
from home 11 12 13 

I. A religious environment 01 02 03 

J. A low crime environment 11 12 13 

K. Job or employment placement record 01 02 03 

DECK 05 

17-18/ 

19-20/ 

21-22/ 

23-24/ 

25-26/ 

27-28/ 

29-30/ 

31-32/ 

33-34/ 

35-36/ 

37-38/ 



-19- DECK 05 

The next series of questions are about your own educational and work experiences 
and your feelings and attitudes about various money matters. 

38. What is the highest level of education you have completed? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Less than high school graduation 

High school graduation only 

Vocational, trade 
or business school 
after high school 

College program 

{

Less than one year 

Between one and two 

Two years or more 

Some co lIege 

years 

Finish a two-year program 

Finish a four- or 
five-year program 

Ol} 
02 

03 

04 

05 

06 

07 

08 

Master's degree or equivalent 09 

Ph.D., M.D., or equivalent 10 

SKIP TO 
Q. 40 

GO TO 
Q. 39 

39. How did you pay for your education after high school? (CIRCLE ALL THAT 
APPLY) 

~. My parents paid for it ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 02 

B. My earnings and savings •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 03 

c. G. I. Bill ........................................ 04 

D. A scholarship .••...•.••••.....•••••••...•..•..•.• 05 

E. A 103.D •• •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • •• • • • • •• • • •• • • • • 06 

F. My spouse's earnings and savings ••••••••••••••••• 07 

G. Employer paid for it ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 08 

H. It was free (EXPLAIN: 

...--...-------------------------) 09 

I. Other (DESCRIBE: 
) ••••••• 10 ------------------------------

40. As you look back, how do you feel aboutthe education you received? 
(CIRCLE ONE) 

I received too much 

I didn't receive enough 

I received the right amount 

1 

2 

3 

39-40/ 
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41. The following statements are about women working and also ra1s1ng a family. 
For each statement, indicate if you agree or disagree with it. (CIRCLE 
ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

A. A working mother of pre-school 
children can be just as good 
a mother as the woman who 

01 02 03 04 

doesn't work 
B. It is usuai~1y~b~e~tt~e-r--f~o-r---------------------------------------------------

everyone involved if the man is 
the achiever outside the home 
and the women takes care of the 
home and family. 

C. Most women are happier when they 
are making a home and caring 
for children. 

11 

01 

12 13 14 

02 03 04 

42. Here are some statements about saving money. Choose the statement which 
best represents your attitude about saving money. (CIRCLE ONE) 

A. At times like this, with high inflation, there 
is no sense in saving money 

B. If one is covered by health and accident insurance 
and/or Social Security, one does not have to save 

1 

money • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

C. Whatever the situation may be, one shall always 
save some money • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 

43. How do you usually plan the use of your money? (CIRCLE ONE) 

A. Do not plan at all ••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••.••..•• 1 

B. Plan for essentials (like bills, food, etc.) and 
then spend what is left without planning •••••••••••• 2 

C. Plan all the money in advance (for essential bills, 
food, savings, entertainment) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 

44. For the last year (1979), did you (as a family) spend more than you made? 
(CIRCLE ONE) 

Yes 1 

No .............. 2 

DECK 05 

60-61/ 

62-63/ 

64-65/ 

66/ 

67/ 

68/ 



-21-

45. During the last year (1979) did any of the following cause you financial 
prob12ms? (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

A. Layoffs or inability to get a job 

B. Heavy expenses due to health problems 
or accidents •...••.•••.••.•••.•.•.•....... 

C. Heavy expenses due to home or auto repair 
and maintenance " ••.................. ...... 

D. Heavy college and school expenses for children 

E. Business difficulties (such as starting or 
closing business, slack business, or poor 
investments) ............................. . 

F. Any other reasons .(DESCRIBE: 

---------------------------------). 

Yes No 

1 2 

3 4 

1 2 

3 4 

1 2 

3 4 

46. During the past week, were you working full-time or part-time? (CIRCLE 
ONE) 

Yes, working full-time 

Yes, working part-time ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

No, with a job, but was not at work because of 
temporary illness, vacation, or strike ••••••• 

No ............................................ 
A. IF NO: What were you doing? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Unemployed, laid off, looking 

f'" j GO TO Q. 47 

4 ANSWER 46A & 46B 

for work ..... .... " . . . . . . . . . . .. 01 

Retired .......................... 02 

In school •.••••••....•..•.••••.. 03 

Keeping house (full-time) ••••••• 04 

Something else (EXPLAIN) ••••••••• 05 

B. IF NO: Have you ever held a regular job (include self-employment)? 
(CIRCLE ONE) 

Yes •••••••••••••••• •••••• 

No ••••••••••• ••••••••••• " 

1 

2 

ANSWER Q. 47 

SKIP TO Q. 49 

BEGIN 
DECK 06 
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47. Please describe your present or most recent job. 

48. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

A. What kind of work do/did you normally do? That is, what is/was your 
. job called? 

OCCUPATION: 

B. What do/did you actually do in that job? What are/were some of your 
main duties? 

C. What kind of place do/did you work for? 

INDUSTRY: 

D. What do/did they (make/do)? 

E. Are you self-employed or do you work for someone else? 

Se 1£ emp loyed ................................. 1 

Working for someone else 2 

F. Are you a Union member? 

Yes 1 

No 2 

Did you usually have a job during the following periods of your son's/ 
daughter's life? (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

Did not Worked 
work full time 

When he/she was in high school 01 02 03 

When he/she was in elementary school 11 12 13 

Before he/she went to elementary school 01 02 03 

DECK 06 
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49. What is your current marital status? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Married ••••••••••••••••••• 01 GO TO Q. 50 

Widowed • .. .. .. • . .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... 02 

Divorced •••••••••••••••••• 03 
SKIP TO Q. 56 

Separated ••••••••••••••••• 04 

Never married ••••••••••••• 05 

50. What is the highest level of education your spouse has completed? 
(CIRCLE ONE) 

Less than high school graduation 

High school graduation only 

Vocational, trade, 
or business school 
after high school 

{

Less than one year 

Between one and two 

Two years or more 

Some college 

years 

01 

02 

03 

04 

05 

06 

Finished a two-year program 07 

College program •• Finished a four- or 
five-year program 

Master's degree or equivalent 

Ph.D., M.D., or equivalent 

08 

09 

10 

51. During the past week, was your spouse working full-time or part-time? 
(CIRCLE ONE) 

Yes, working full-time •••.••.••.•••.••••••.•.•.• 

Yes, working part-time •..•.•.•••••.•...•.•...••• 

No, he/she has a job, but was not at work because 
of temporary illness, vacation, or strike 

No .......... " .......... .......................................... CI .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • ... 4 

A. IF NO: What was he/she doing? (CIRCLE ONE) 

GO TO Q. 53 

ANSWER 51A 

Unemployed, laid off, looking for work •••••••••••••• 01 

Retired .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... .. .. . . .. .. . .. 02 

In school .................. " . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. ... .... .. .. .. . .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. 03 

Keeping house (full-time) ••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 04 

Something else (EXPLAIN) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 05 

DECK 06 
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52. Did he/she ever hold a regular job (include self-employment)? (CIRCLE 
ONE) 

Yes 

No 

1 

2 

GO TO Q. 53 

SKIP TO Q. 54 

53. A. What kind of work does/did he/she normally do? What is/was his/her job 
called? 

OCCUPATION: 

B. What does/did he/she actually do in that job? What are/were some 
of his/her main duties? 

C. What kind of place does/did be/she work for? 

INDUSTRY: 

D. What do/did they make/do? 

E. Is he/she self-employed or does he/she work for someone else? 

Self employed ••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Works for someone else 

F. Is he/she a Union member? 

Yes 

No 

2 

I 

2 

54. How much did your spouse influence your son's/daughter's plans for after 
high school? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Not at all ...................... 1 

Somewhat ........................ 2 

A great deal ..................... 3 

Don't know ...................... 5 

48/ 
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55. Did your spouse usually have a job during the following periods of your 
son's/daughter's life? (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

Did not Worked 
work full time 

A. When the child was in high school 01 02 03 

B. When the child was in elementary school 11 12 13 

C. Before the child went to elementary school 01 .02 03 

This next series of questions is about the present situation of you and your 
family. We need this information in order to compare your answers with those 
of other people who take part in this survey. This information will be kept 
confidential and it will never be used with your name. 

56. Respondent's sex. (CIRCLE ONE) 

Male 1 

Female 2 

57. In what year were you born? 

I I I 
YEAR 

A. IF CURRENTLY MARRIED: In what year was your husband/wife born? 

YEAR 

60-61/ 

62-63/ 

64-65/ 

66/ 

BEGIN 
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14-17/ 

18-21/ 

58. Altogether, how many people are dependent upon you (or you and your spouse)? 
Count everyone who receives one-half or more of their financial support 
from you or your spouse, but do not include yourself or your spouse. 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS 

(Not counting you or your husband/wife) 

22-23/ 
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59. How many sons and daughters do you have in each of the age groups below? 
Please include step children if they live, or have lived, in your home. 
(CIRCLE ONE NUMBER ON EACH LINE) 

How many sons and daughters 
Three I I FiveJ do you have who are • . . None One Two Four or mor 

a. Three or more years older 00 01 02 03 04 05 than your son/daughter 

b. 1-2 years older than your 00 01 02 03 04 
son/dau~hter 

05 

c. Same age as your 00 01 02 03 04 05 
son/dau~hter 

d. 1-2 years younger 00 01 02 03 04 05 

e. Three or more years younger 00 01 02 03 04 05 

60. How many of the children referred to in Question 59 are in school beyond 
high school (in college, university, or vocational, trade or business 
school) this fall? 

NUMBER: 

and how many are in high school this fall? 

NUMBER: 

61. What is your origin or descent? If more than one, please mark below the 
one you consider the most important part of your background. (CIRCLE 
ONE) 

American Indian or Alaskan Native 

Asian or Pacific Islander (includes: Chinese, 
Japanese, Filipino, Korean, Vietnamese, Pacific 

01 

Islander, Asian Indian, or other Asian) •••••••••••• 02 

Hispanic or Spanish: 

Mexican, Mexican-American, Chicano •••••••••••••• 03 

Cuban, Cubano • • • . • . • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • . • . . • • . . • • . • • . 04 

Puerto Rican, Puertorriqueno •••••••••••••••••••• 05 

Other Latin American, Latino, Hispanic or 
Spanish descent .~ •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 06 

Black, not of Hispanic origin •••••••••••••••••••••••• 07 

White, not of Hispanic origin •••••••••••••••••••••••• 08 

DECK 07 
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62. What language do the people in your home usually speak? (CIRCLE ONE) 

English 

Spanish 

Italian 

Chinese 

French 

German 

Greek 

Portuguese 

Filipino languages 

Polish 

Other: (WRITE IN) 

01 

02 

03 

04 

05 

06 

07 

08 

09 

10 

11 

63. What other language is spoken in your home? (CIRCLE ONE. IF MORE THAN 
ONE ~ LANGUAGE IS SPOKEN, CIRCLE THE OTHER LANGUAGE WHICH IS SPOKEN 
MOST OFTEN.) 

No other language is spoken 

The other language spoken is: 

English 

Spanish 

Italian 

Chinese 

French 

German 

Greek 

......................... 

.......................... 

01 

02 

03 

04 

05 

06 

07 

08 

Portuguese ••.••••.•••••••••.••• 09 

Filipino languages ••••••••••••• 10 

Polish ••••••••••••••••••..••.•• 11 

Other (WRITE IN) 12 
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As you know, we plan to keep in touch with your child and thousands of high 
school students like him/her for the next few years, to see how their plans 
worked out, how they have changed, and what they would do differently if they 
had to do it over again. This last section about your financial situation 
is very important because we want to make sure that families from all different 
backgrounds and income levels are properly represented. In most cases we do 
not ask for exact amounts of money but only for ranges. Let us assure you 
that all information you give will be kept strictly confidential. 

64. Do you own or rent the residence/Chouse, apartment, condominium, or mobile 
home) in which you now live? (CIRCLE ONE) 

Rent 

Other 

1 

3
2

} 

GO TO Q. 65 

SKIP TO Q. 70 

65. How much would the residence (house, condominium, apartment, or mobile 
home) in which you live sell for right now? Just give your best estimate. 

$ 

66. Do you or anyone in your family owe any money on the residence/Chouse, 
condominium, apartment, or mobile home) in which you now live? 

Yes 

No 

1 

2 

GO TO Q. 67 

SKIP TO Q. 70 

67. The next few questions are about your mortgage. If you have more than 
one mortgage on your home, provide information about the first. mortgage 
only. GIVE YOUR BEST EST~TE. 

A. How much of the principal do you still owe on 
the mortgage, loan, or land contract for this 
dwelling? Please enter the amount you still 
owe not counting interest or charges on 
the loan. . ...............•........•........... $ 

B. What was the amount of the loan when you 
first borrowed the money? If it is a 
refinanced loan, please enter the total 
amount after refinancing. • •••••••••••••••••• 

C. In what year did you first take out the loan? 

D. What is the interest rate on the loan? 

$ 

I I 
----_% 
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68. Do you have a second mortgage on your residence (house, condominium, or 
apartment) ? 

Yes 1 ANSWER 68A 

No 2 GO TO Q. 69 

A. IF YES: How much of the principal do you still owe on that mortgage? 
Please enter the amount you will owe not counting interest 
or charges on the loan. 

$ 

69. A. Have you considered refinancing or taking a second mortgage on your 
home to help pay for your child's education beyond high school? 

Yes 1 

No 2 

B. Suppose you were given a chance to refinance or take a second mortgage 
on your home to help pay for your child's education beyond high school 
under the following interest rates. Would you refinance or take a 
second mortgage if the interest rates were • 

1) at current average rates in your 
area .......................................................... .. 

2) at a rate 3 percentage points less 
than the current average rate in 
your area ...•••.•.••••••.•.•••...•. 

3) at rates at which you took out the 
first mortgage or loan ••••••.•••••• 

Yes No 

3 4 

1 2 

3 4 

BEGIN 
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For the rest of the questions in this section, we do not need to know the exact 
amount of money but only ranges of income and assets. For each type of income, 
choose the letter code from the following list which comes closest to the 
amount of income you (and your family) received from that source. 

IF YOU ARE NOT SURE ABOUT THE AMOUNT FOR SOME TYPES OF INCOME, PLEASE ESTIMATE. 

None • • • • • • • • • • • •• 0 $ 7,500 - $ 9,999 G $ 50,000 - $ 74,999 M 

Less than $100 ... •• A $10,000 - $14,999 H $ 75,000 - $ 99,999 N 

$100 - $499 B $15,000 - $19,999 I $-100,000 - $199,999 P 

DECK 08 

$500 - $999 C $20,000 $24,999 J $200,000 - $299,999 R' . 

$1,000 - $2,999 D $25,000 - $34,999 K $300,000 - $499,999 

$3,000 - $4,999 E $35,000 - $49,999 L $500,000 or more ••.•• 

$5,000 $7,499 F 

70. About your income in 1979? 

A. How much did you receive from wages, salary, 
commissions, or tips from all jobs, before 
deductions for taxes or anything else? ••••••••. 

B. How much income did you receive from working 
on your own or in your own business or 
farm? (Net income, that is, income after 
expenses) .....•..••.......•............•.....• 

IF A ONE-PARENT FAMILY, CHECK 0 AND GO TO Q. 72. 

71. About the income of your husband/wife in 1979. 

A. How much did your husband/wife receive from 
wages, salary, commissions, or tips from all 
jobs, before deductions for taxes or 
anything else? ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

B. How much income did your husband/wife receive 
from working on his/her own or in his/her own 
business or farm? (Net income, that is, 
income after expenses) .•••••••••••••••••••••• 

+ 
USE LETTER 

CODES 
FROM CHART ABOVE 

o 
o 

USE LETTER 
CODES 

o 
o 

S 

T 
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72. Now for the following types of income in 1979, again please use the code 
letters listed. 

IF A TWO-PARENT FAMILY: You should combine the income of you and your 
husband/wife, however, do not include any income 
of your child(ren). 

IF ONE-PARENT FAMILY: Do not include any income of your child(ren). 

USE LETTER CODES 
FROM CHART 

A. Dividends .. ........................................ . D 
B. Interest D 
c. Trust funds II 
D. Rent •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• It ................ . D 
E. Social Security, pensions, annuities, or 

other retirement pay .•••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••• D 
F. Unemployment benefits, or strike benefits D 
G. Non-taxable gifts or inheritances D 
H. Child support payments D 
1. Alimony D 
J. Foster child payments D 
K. Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) •••••• D 
L. Supplemental Security Income (881) D 
M. Financial help from relatives ••••••••.•.•••••••••••• D 
N. Roomers or boarders D 
O. Other income ...................................................... .. I~ 
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FAMILY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

73. These final items are about your (and your SPOUSE'S) assets and debts, 
but not those of your children. We do not need exact amounts of money, 
only ranges. For each item choose a letter code from the following list 
which represents the amount of money involved. 

None ............. 0 $ 7,500 - $ 9,999 

$10,000 - $14,999 

$15,000 - $19,999 

G 

H 

I 

$ 50,000 - $ 74,999 •• M 

Less than $100 •••• A 

$100 - $499 •••••• B 

$500 - $999 •••••• C 

$ 75,000 - $ 99,999 

$100,000 - $199,999 

N 

p 

$1,000 - $2,999 D 

$3,000 - $4,999 E 

$20,000 - $24,999 .••••• J 

$25,000 - $34,999 ••••• K 

$35,000 - $49,999 ••••• L 

$200,000 - $299,999 R 

$300,000 - $499,999 •• S 

$500,000 or more ••••• ! 

$5,000 - $7,499 F 

Assets 

Item 

A. Amount in checking account 

B. Amounts in savings accounts or shares: 

1. Bank (include certificates of deposit) 

2. Savings and loan association •••••••••••••• 

3. Credit union 

c. Approximate amount invested in U.S. 
Government Savings Bonds •••••••••••••••••••••• 

D. Approximate amount invested in common and 
preferred stocks and mutual funds ••••••••••••• 

E. Amount invested in other marketable securities 
(e.g., other bonds or commodities) ••••••••••••• 

F. Amount of principal paid off to date on land and 
real estate (other than home or apartment) ••••• 

G. Amount you can borrow on your insurance policy 
(this is usually written in the pOlicy) •••••••• 

H. Value of livestock and farm equipment 

I. Value of business 

t 
USE LETTER CODE 
FROM CHART ABOVE 

D 
n 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
Ii 
D 
D 
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73. (Continued) 

None ............. ° $ 7,500 - $ 9,999 

Less than $100 •••• A $10,000 - $14,999 

$100 - $499 •••••• :s $15,000 - $19,999 

$500 - $999 •••••• C $20,000 - $24,999 

$1,000 - $2,999 ••• D $25,000 - $34,999 

$3,000 - $4,999 ••• E $35,000 - $49,999 

$5,000 - $7,499 ••. F 

Debts 

Item 

A. Amount still owed to: 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

$ 50,000 - $ 74,999 M 

$ 75,000 - $ 99,999 N 

$-100,000 - $199,999 P 

$200,000 - $299,999 R 

$300,000 - $499,999 S 

$500,000 or more ••••• T 

t 
USE LETTER CODE 
FROM CHART ABOVE 

1. Land and real estate (other than home or l~ apartment ••••••.••••.••.••••••.•..••••••.•• 

2. Livestock and farm equipment 

3. Auto loan 

4. Business 

B. Debts on personal property (e.g., unpaid balance 
on furniture, other credit accounts, etc.) •••••• 

C. Amount owed for medical or dental care 

D. Amount owed to friends and relatives 

E. Other personal debts (e.g., finance company loan, 
bank loan, credit union loan, etc.) ••••••••••••• 

I~ 
,~ 

I~ 

I~ 
Ii 
n 
D 

============================================================================== 

We appreciate the ti~e and effort you have given to filling out 
this questionnaire and want to thank you very much for your help. 
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Appendix B: 

Parent of ScphcmJre 

Questionnaire 






